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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE following Sermon, as s the Title-page 


has already informed the Reader, was 
| preached upon a monthly Exerciſe of Prayer 
- mt a Sermon upon Account of National Affairs, 
at the Rev. Mr. BSA DBURY's Meeting-plare. 


When I delivered it, I can ſincerely ſay, that I 
had not the moſt diſtant Thoughts of ſending it 
abroad into the World; but being deſired to prepare 

it for the Preſs by the Miniſters who heard! it, gave 


my Promiſe for its Publication. 


The Subject of the Sermon is ſomething pecu- 


lar, and I do not remember it has ever been largely 
and diſtinctly conſidered, in any of thoſe excel- 


lent Diſcourſes, which 6 have heard on the monthly 
Occaſions. 
But yet I think it is a very proper Topick to 
employ the Meditations of Miniſters and People, 
and eſpecially at thoſe ſolemn Seaſons, ſince it is 
a Theme in itſelf that is full of Delight to every 


Soul that is ſincerely concerned for the Glories of 


GOD, and of the Repeemer, and that feels : 
a wide "and warm Benevolence, (and certainly this by 


is an Eſſential of a Chriſtian) ) for the Welfare 
of his Fellow-Immortals. 
And methinks, it is a woll pleaſurable "mi 


ployment in theſe gloomy Days, when Wickedneſs 
and Miſery extend themſelves over the Face of 


2 che 


(ir 
the Earth to that Degree, as that there is ſcarce a 
Nation in the World, but What is in a Manner 
over-run with the one, or the other, or both: I fay, 


it is a moſt pleaſurable Employment, in ſuch evil 
Times, to erect ourſelves by Faith, and Hope, loo 
through, and look beyond the preſent groſs and 
general Darkneſs, and falute the Eye-lids of that 
Morning, when the Knowledge of the Lord, and 
every other Divine Grace to which Knowledge + 
introductive, ſhall cover the Earth as the Waters do 


the Seas. 


That there will be ſuch a W State of. the 


Church, is a Point with me beyond all Diſpute, 


from the various, and, in my Opinion, invincible 
Authorities of Scripture; ; and the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
will, I believe, ſet the Matter beyond all reaſon- 
able Doubt: But that! may not omit, or fail fully 
to repreſent any ſubſtantial Arguments that Scrip- 
ture furniſhes upon the Occaſion, I will add the 
two. following Confiderations to thoſe that are 


mentioned in my Sermon. 


The firſt Conſideration is this; i it is ſaid of 


the Kingdom in my Text, 7. bat it ſhall break in 


Pieces, and conſume all other Kingdoms. From this 


Deſcription. it is evident, that theſe glorious Days 


are upon the Rolls of Futurity ; for it is plain that 


there is no paſt Ara of which it may be ſaid, that 
the Kingdom of Chriſt conſumed, and broke in 


Pieces all other Kingdoms. Many Nations, and 
Nations too that occupy a vaſt Tract of our Globe, 
never have admitted the 50 el yang! them; many 


4 


corr 2 it, 0 are now 9 5 = _ thick 


Fogs of the Ma} -ometan Delufen, or with the no 


leſs abominable Errors of Porery ,. fo. that fince 


there is a Promiſe concerning this Kingdom which 
the God of Licaven ſhall f- t up, that it ſhall break 
in 
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in Pieces, and conſume all other Kingdoms, and ſince 


there can be no Time aſſigned in which this Pro- 


miſe was accompliſhed, the Inference reſults, that 
this happy Period is reſerved as one ol the Births, 


and Felicities of future Days. 


I would add further, that it appears that there 


ſhall be ſuch a proſperous State of the Church, 


from a Portion of Scripture, which, as it is ſome- 
thing dark, and difficult, may not ſeem to every 
Reader to carry ſuch a bleſſed. Import in it. The 


Parts of Holy Writ I refer to, are the 36th, 


37th, 38th and 39th. Chapters of Ezekiel. In 


Which Chapters, as a Perſon will obſerve that 
peruſes them, there is a Series of comfortable Pro- 
Pheſies concerning Iſrael ; and afterwards you will 


find in the 4eth Chapter to the End of the Book, 


a lively and delighttul Account of the Proſperity 


of Iſrael, in the Rebuilding their City and Temple 


after a moſt ſtately and magnificent Manner. 


Whether by J/rae! throughout theſe Chapters 


the natural Poſterity of Jacob be underſtood, or whe- 


ther the general Church of God be compre- 

hended, you will obſerve that ſuch Things are 
{aid concerning ljrael, as cannot as yet have ob- 
tained in the World. And the Particulars that 


taken together prove this, are ſuch as follow; 


all of which are inſerted into the Prophecy, and 
indeed compoſe it. The Reduction of 1jrae! from 


their Captivity; the Reparation of their ruined 
diſmantled State; the Fertility of their Country; 


the prodigious Number of their Inhabitants; the 


univerſal Overthrow, and Triumph over their 


Enemies; the Embodying of the ſcattered [/raelites ; 
the Proſperity of the Land under one King, called 
Chap. xxxvu. 24. by the Name of David, which 


Name undoubtedly points our Thoughts to 


Chriſt, of whom David was an eminent T. pez 
and finally, the Promiſe of God, that he will 


acknowledge 
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( vi ) 
acknowledge them as his People, that they ſhall be 
taken afreſh into Covenant with him, he having 
forgiven their Iniquities, and purged away all their 
Idolatries, and other Abominations. Now ſhould 
Irael be taken in the literal Senſe, as intending the 
Deſcendants of Jacob, it will be evident that this 
Prophecy waits for its Accompliſhment, for there 
never has been ſo general a Return from Captivity 
as will anſwer the Deſcription, Ephraim and Judah 
have not been united into one common Body, there 
has been no ſuch Deſtruction of the Enemies of 
Iſrael as will verify the Prediction, there has been 
no ſuch City erected, and no ſuch Temple built, 


as C11: with the prophetical Draughts of them; and 3 


the Iſraelites have not, as a People, acknowledged 
Cuiriit as their King, 
Or if by Tjrae! we underſtand the Chriſtian 
Church, conſiſting of Jets and Gemiles, we ſhall be 
as g early puzzled to make the Prophecies, and any 
Events that as yet have had a Place in the Hiſtory 
of the Chriſtian Church correſpond rogether ; for in 
what Age of Time was there 10 compleat a 
Victory over the Church's Enernies? When was 
it that the Church was in ſuch a peaceful, and united 
State as the Prophet deſcribes ? And when was it 
that Religion flouriſhed with that wide Succeſs which 
declared in the Prophecy ? Can you mark the 
Time when ſo much as one of theſe Fchcities was 
known in the Church of Chriſt ? And yet the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of all theſe Felicities combining together, 
and at one particular Period, ſupporting and adorn- 
ing the Church: And I may add, that both the 
Chapters in Ezekiel, and the Paſſages in the Re- 
velations, which it is probable reſpect the ſame 
Time, freak of a Period of univerfal Holinefs and 
Happin: {5 in the Church of God, of fo long a Du- 


ration, as to make it ſtill more difficult to match 


any 


(vn) 
any Portion of paſt Time with the Propheſies upon 
Sacred Record. 5 
From all which, I conclude, that the Prophet 
Ezekiel had in his Eye ſome Ages that were more 
diſtant than our own, and that this Proſperity, and 
theſe overſpreading Glories of Chriſtianity lie {till 
in the Boſom of Futurity for the People of God. 
I have one Thing more to add before I con- 
_ clude my Preface, and that is, that I have induſtri- 
ouſly avoided any Enquiries about the Reign of 
Chriſt in his own Perſon for a thouſand Years upon 
Earth; though L have faithfully repreſented, ac 
cording to the beſt of my Knowledge, the Senſe of 
Scripture, and have not ſpared the Quotation of 
the moſt full and forcible Expreſſions that may 
appear to lay a Foundation for ſuch an Opinion. 
But however, as the Reader will unavoidably, 
in the Peruſal of my Sermon, have ſome Thoughts 


riſing upon, and it may be perplexing his Mind, as 
co this Subject, I ſhall leave with him what that in- 
comparable Writer the late Rev. Mr. Joun Howe, 


ſpeaks upon this Point, and to what he ſpeaks, I 
think all that I have offered is reconcileabwe. 
For my own Part, ſays he, * I will not aſſert 
any of theſe following Things. Either (1.) That 
e that thouſand Years doth preciſely, and punc- 
« tually mean ſuch a limited Interval of Time; 
* however more probable it may ſeem that it doth 
« fo, and though it be confeſſed to do fo by them 
„ that would have theſe Things to be paſt. Nor 
* (2.) That Chriit ſhall perſonally appear, as ſome 
are bold to aſſert, at the Battle of Armageddon; 
and that he ſhall perſonally reign afterwards upon 
* the Earth for a thouſand Years. Nor, (3.) That 
there will be any Reſurrection, before that Time 
* See a Poſthumous Volume of this Writer's, entituled, 
Sermon on the proſperous State of the Chrifiian Church, &c. p. 36. 


A & 


A 


„„ do 


(vii) 

* do commence, of the Bodies of departed Saints. 
„Nor, (4) That the Happineſs of that Time ſhall 
e conſiſt in ſentual Enjoyments, which was the 
„ Conceit of Cerinthus and his Followers; and 

« which cauſed the Millenaries to pals under the 
Name of fo odious a Sedt of old, by thoſe who 

„ had taken notice of them, Epiphanins, and Auſtin 
ee after him, and others: For they reckoned the 


„ Felicity of thoſe Times ſhould very much conſiſt 


in a voluptuous Life, that Perſons ſhould have 
every Thing to the Full that ſhould be grateful 
* to their Senſe, all Opportunity to indulge Ap- 
c petite, and the like. And leaſt of all, (3.) That 
in this State of Things, the Saints, as ſuch, ſhall 
e have any Power or Right given them in the 


Properties of other Men; or that there ſhall be 
22 Diſturbing, and Overturning of Ranks and 
Orders in civil Societies. I don't think that any Y 


«. theſe things are confidently to be aſſerted ; and for 
the two /aft, they carry no other Face than of 
Things to be abhorred and deteſted. But I conceive 
that 7 houſand Years to intend a very long and 
<« conſiderable Interval or Tract of Time, wherein 
ec the Stare and Condition of the Church ſhall be 
„ peaceful, and ſerene, and happy; but eſpeci-„ 
ally by a large Communication of the Holy 
& Ghoſt, that ſhall make Men have very little 
« Mind to this World, and very little ſeek ſuch a 
« Thing as ſerving ſecular Intereſts, and pleaſing 
* and gratifying their Senſes, and ſenſual Inclina- 
e tions.“ So far that eminent Author. 

As to the Sermon, I have taken ſome Liberties 
with it, both in retrenching it in ſome Places, and 
in enlarging it in others, as they will perceive, who 
have already heard it. And ! queſtion not, but a 
judicious Reader will ſee there is a Neceſity of 
making ſtill greater Alterations in it; but however, 


„ 1 hope 


(ix) 
1 hope the Sincerity of my Aim (and I truſt my Pro- 
feſſion of Sincerity will not be diſcredited) which is 


the Conſolation of Chriſtians; will attone for what- 


ever Errors of ſmaller Conſequence may be diſ- 
covered in the Diſcourſe. And I encourage my- 
ſelf from the Deſires of my Brethren, I ſhould ra- 
ther ſay Fathers, that I would print the Sermon, 
that what was acceptable from the Pulpit, will be at 
lleaſt pardonable, andi in ſome Degree beneficial from 
the Preſs. 
May but this Diſcourſe be the Means, er the 


Inwence of Divine Grace, of conveying only ſo : 
moch as one Gleam of that Day, when the Sun of ß 


Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe and ſhine over his Churches 
with ſpiritual and univerſal Light, Life and Joy, 
and I ſhall ever after reflect with Pleaſure on the 
Publication of it, and, I truſt, be ready to aſcribe to 


the great Head of the Church the Thanks and 
Glory of being an Inſtrument, though but of the 


ſmalleſt * JorcES,. to his Cauſe and Looper, 
7. 6. 
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D AN. ii. 44. 
And i in the Days of theſe Kings ſhall the God of 


Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, hich ſhall never 
be deſtroyed; and the Kined m ſhall not be 
left to other People, but it ſhall break in 


Pieces, and conſume all theſe 3 and 
5 at l Hand * „ 50 


O00 has delivered by the Mouth of his 
holy Prophets and Apoſtles, many faith- 
ful Predictions relating to the State of 
, the World, and the State of the Church 
he preſerves in it in the latter Days. Thus we find 
upon ſacred Record, Prophecies regarding the Cir- 
cumſtances of Jews and Papiſts, which, though writ- 
ten ſeventeen hundred Years ago, or more, have 
their exact Fulfilment in our Times, and they afford 

to the People of God a ſtrong Baſis for their Faith, 
and an invincible Shield againſt the Attacks of In- 
fidels, whoſe Camp and whoſe Triumphs have be- 

come ſo very numerous in our Age. Amongſt the 
reſt of the Prophecies which are written in the Word 
of God, that which we meet with in the Chapter 
of my Text is exceedingly remarkable, and when 


1 opened before you, I queſtion not hoe, it will be 


found a very ſubſtantial Support of our Faith and 
Comfort. NEBUcHADNEZZAR theKing of BA BVLOxN, 
BarVYLON at that Time the Miſtreſs of Nations, was 
viſited by Heaven with a Dream; he awoke, but 


B 5 forgot 


6129 
forgot the Contents of it, which gave him great 
Anxiety and Diſtreſs. The Chaldeans, Soothſayers, 
and the reſt of the wiſe Men of BAB VTO were called 
in to recover the Dream, but declared the Recovery 
of it a Matter beyond the Compaſs of all human 

Power. Upon this the haughty and furious Tyrant 
commanded all the wiſe Men of BaByLon to be ſlain, 
and amongſt the reſt Daniel and his Companions were 


gevoted and ſought out for Deſtruction, Daniel having. | 


heard theraſh and bloody Edict of the King, under- 
takes to declare the Dream and its Interpretation, im- 
plores Mercy with his Companions from the God 
of Heaven to diſcloſe the Secret, receives a gracious 
Anſwer in the Viſions of the Night, and accord- 
ingly rehearſes before the King his Dream, and 
makes known the Interpretation of it. Thou, O 
King, ver. 31. ſaweſt, and behold a great Image; 
this great Image, whoſe Brightneſs was excellent, ſtood 
before thee, and the Form thereof was terrible. This 
Image's Head was of fine Gold, his Breaſt and his 


= 23 of Silver, his belly and tis Thighs of Braſs, bis 


| Legs of Iron, his Feet Part of Iron, and Part of Clay. 
Thou ſaweſt till that a Stone was cut out without 
Hands, which ſmote the Image upon his Feet that were 
of Iron and Clay, and brate them to Pieces: Then 

was, &c. This was the Dream ofNEB uc ADN EZ ZAR; 

and no Queſtion but the King was immediately 

ſatisfied that Daniel had made a juſt Relation of it, 
ſince if only one correſpondert Idea will often recover 
our Dreams, an exact Repetition of the Dream 
muſt certainly revive the vaniſhed Images in the 


Mind of the Monarch. Each Part of this Dream 
had a diſtinct and inſtructiye Meaning. The Image 


in general was a Type of human Government and 

Power. The Head of fine Gold repreſented the 
Ba BVYLONIsH Monarchy, ver. 38. Thou art, ſays Da- 
miel, this Head of Gold. The Bapy1.ox158 Monarchy 
had grown in NEBUCHADN EZZAR 's Days, and this 


Growth i 


(13) 
Growth was in great Meaſure owing to himſelf, to 
the moſt enormous Strength, and the higheſt Gran- 


deur *, and therefore it might ks pot be ſhadow- 
ed forth by Gold, a moſt ſolid an 


The Breaſt and the Arms of the Image being of 
Silver, afforded a very fit Emblem of the Kingdom 


of the Mepezs and PERSLANS, for though this King- 
dom was extended farther than the BABVLONISs H 
: Empire, yet it was not of ſo conſiderable a Duration 
as that Monarchy, as Silver is not equal in Solidity and 
Strength t to Gold 9. It is added, That the Belly and 
7. * 0 


. Dr. 8 Connect. Part I. p. 94. 
+ Dan. v. 30. 


＋ As the Conqueſt of Babylon 1s well known to be the Work : 


of Cyrus, and as the Scripture acquaints us, that Darius 


the MEplan took the Kingdom, it may not be amiſs to inform 


my Reader from Dr, Prideaux's Connect. Part I. Page. 125. 
That after the Death of BELSHAZ ZAR, Darius the MEDpE 


took the Kingdom. For Cxxus, as long as his Uncle lived 


* the Empire, although it was all gained by his own Valour,and 
** out of Deference to him yielded him the firſt Place of Ho- 


chief Conduct of all Affairs being ſtill in his Hand, he only 


ct 


* he had erected.” 


$ The BaByLoNIA x Monarchy,if we date its Beginning from 


Nixus, laſted about 700. Years. See Mr. Lowth in his Com- 
mentary on Daniel. Whereas, ſince it is certain that the PR RSsjau 
Monarchy was overthrown by ALEXANDER, the PgrStaN Me- 
narchy continued from the firit Year of CY AUS to ALEXANDER'S 
Conqueſt 


precious Metal. 
His Breaſt and his Arms were of Silver : hereby the 
Kingdom of the MED ES and PERI Axs is figured out 
to us, which in the Reign of BELSsHAZE AR the Grand- 
ſon of NeBUCHADNEZZAR overcame under the victo- 
rious Arms of Cyrus the BABZYLONISH Empire by 
the Reduction of the Capital, and the Slaughter of the 
King. In that Night Þ was BELSHAZZ Ax the King 
of the CHaLDEANS Jain, and DARIUS the MEDIAN 
fool the Kingdom, being threeſcore and two years old . 


* (who was this Da a 1vs)allowed him a joint Title with him in 


nour in it. But the whole Power of the Army, and the 


was looked upon as the ſupreme Governor of che Empire Eo” 


* — EE", 
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Thighs of the Image were of Braſs. Hereby is typified 
the Grecian Kingdom, which with an irreſillible 
Power overwhelmed the PERSsTIAN Empire under 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT, and became, in a Man- 

er, Maſter of the then known and habitable World; 
ſo that Daniel might juſtly deſcnbe it, ver. 39. As 
tearing Rule over all the Earth. The Legs of this 
Image were of Iron, aud the Feet Part of ; and 
8 Part of Clay. Hercin we have a plain Symbol of 
the Row a Empire, in whoſe Gulph the GRECIA& 
Monarchy was ſwallowed up. The Roman Empire 
for many Years had the Strength, and invincible 
Firmneſ of Iron, breating in Pieces, as the Inter- 
pretation of DANIEL repreſents, and ſubduing al 
Things. But afterwards being greatly degenerated 
by | pxury weakens Aby the Irn uptions of the GoTns 
and V and aLs,and for the Sake of Peace, being com- 
oſed in part of thoſe rough Barbarians *, being 
alſo divided into ten Kingdoms, which Diviſion is 
_ plainly Genified by the Toes of the Image, and 
being diltracted and torn in Pic CCS by the Claſhes 


Conqueſt no longer PP two Wb el and nine + Vow. Pri- 
«eaux's Connect. Part I. Page 503. 

Mr.CaLu1n takes a particular Method 1 for the 
Inferiority of the Pexs1an to the Bany TLOx ien Monarchy, 
which I ſha!l tranſcribe, and afterwards tranſlate, for che Benefit 
of the Englifh Reader. 

** Merito itaque DaxIEL pronuntiat ſecundum regnum fore 
inferius primo, non quid vel dignitate, vel opibus et poten- 
tia præcelluerit NE BUCHADNEZZAR ;ſed quia mundus non ita 
degeneraverat, ſicuti poſtea factum elt. Nam quo ſeſe lon- 
gius extendunt monarchiz, eo etiam plus licentiæ in mundo 
graffitur; et uſus hoc facile docet. Cal. in Loc. | 
*« Danicl therefore, deſervedly repreſents the ſecond King- 
dom as inferior to che firit, not becauſe NEBUCHADNEZZAR 
© excelled the ſecond Kingdom in Dignity, Riches, and Power, 
but becauſe the World in NEBUCUADNEzZZAR's Time had 
not become ſo degenerate as it was afterwards. For the further 
„ Monarchies extend themſelves the more licentious the 
World grows; and Experience eaſily confirms this Truth.“ 
* Sir I/aac N. carte on dhe a of Daniel, Pag. 27 


of 
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(15) Eo. 

of eccleſiaſtical and ſecular Power |, it may with 
the utmoſt Propriety be ſaid by Daniel, as in 
Verſes 41, and following, That the Kingdom ſhall 


be divided, but there ſhall be in it the Strength of Iron, 
3 foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt the Iron mixed with mry 


Clay. And as the Toes of the Feet were Part of Iron, 
and Part of Clay; jo the Kingdom ſhall be partly 


ſtrong, and partly broken, And whereas, thou ſaweſt 
Iron mixed with miry Clay, they ſhall mingle them- 


| ſelves with the Seed of Men; but they ſhall not cleave 


one to another, even as Iron is not mixed with Clav. 
And this indeed, is the Caſe with the Rowan Em- 
pire, in ſome Meaſure, in the preſent Age; for it 


has much of the Brittleneſs and Frailty of Clay 


mingled with its ſtrong Remains of Iron, and the 
Nations that compoſe it are ever jarring with each 
other, and can no more be cemented together than 


Iron and Clay, ſhould you attempt to knead them 


into the ſame Maſs. All theſe Predictions therefore 
God has literally accompliſhed, and nothing can 
better anſwer and match togcther than the Pro- 
phecies and Events, than what God has declared, 


and what he has done. Here therefore is firm Ex 


cC.ouragement for our Faith, that not one good Word 
| ſhall fail of all that the Lord our God hath ſpoken, 
and that the Promiſe that ſtill remains behind in this 
Prophecy to be accompliſhed, ſhall, when the Ful- 


neſs of Time for its Birth is come, be compleatly 


fulfilled, And that in the Days of theſe Kings the 

| God of Heaven ſhall ſet up a Kingdom, which ſhall 
never be deſtroyed ; and the Kingdom ſhall not be left to 
other People, but it ſhall break in Pieces, and conſume 


f all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever, 


From the Words I ſhall raiſe and inſiſt upon 


| theſe two Obſervations, 


+ Mr. Lowth's Commentary on Daniel. 


I. That 


„5 „„ Ywrrar-.... 
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I. That God will have a Kingdom in the World, 
Ro, „ 


II. I ſhall make a particular Enquiry into the 
Nature of this Kingdom. 5 1 


ES 1 ſhall ſhew that God will have a Kingdom in 


the World. And in the Days of theſe Kings ſpal! 


the God of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, God has a 
Kingdom in the World already. The Lord * reigns, 
let the Earth rejoice, let the Multitude of Iſles be glad 
thereof. And again, The Lord ſits upon the Flood; 
yea, the Lord its Hing for ever T. The Dominion 
of God, as that aſpiring vain-glorious Worm Ne- 
 buchadnezzar was compelled to acknowledge, 16 f 
an everlaſting Dominion, and his Kingdom is from 
Generation to Generation, and all the Inhabitants of 
| the World are reputed as nothing; and he does ac- 
cording to his Will in the Army of Heaven, and 
amongſt the Inhabitants of the Earth > and none can 
ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto him, What doſt thou? 
In the darkeſt Nights, and moſt perilous Seaſons of 
the Church, when the Enemies of it ſeem to be 
bearing all down before them with an uncontroulable 
Rage and Power, and & he Daughter of Zion is left 
_ diſmantled, defenceleſs, and ſolitary, as a Cottage 
in a Vineyard, or a Lodge in a Garden of Cucumbers, 
even then it is that God fits ſupreme upon his 
Throne, and he holds and manages the Govern- 
ment of the World, though his Way is in the 
— Whirlwind and the Storm, and the Clouds are the 
Duſt of his Feet. The Rains may defcend, and 
the Floods come, yet the Lord Jeyovan abides 
the ſame Rock of everlaſting Strength, and on this 
Rock is the Church eſtabliſhed and ſecure. To 
8 * pſal. xcvii. 1 + Pfal. x xix, 10. 4 Dan. iv. 34. 
* % Sn ; 5 
ſuppoſe 
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ſu ppoſe God abſent from this Earth, and to imagine 
that Kingdoms and States are toſled about, and 
ſhift from Owner to Cwner without Deſign, or 
Permiſſion from an almighty and ſuperintending God, 
is a Suppoſition and Imagination greatly injurious 
to the Maker and Proprietor of the World, and 
will caſt an incurable Melancholy and Sadneſs over 
the Souls, that for a Time are the Inhabitants of 


-.. this Element of Change and Confuſion, In ſome 


Senſe therefore, God has a conſtant and unvariable 


Empire over the World, and there is not a Pro- 
vince of the large Univerſe he has made, nay, not the 
Dungeons of Hell itſelf, but what is under the Con- 

troul of the Divine Dominion; ; Hell is naked to 
Divine Omniſcience, incenſed by che Breath of Di- 
vine Juſtice, and its Chains are formed, and bound 


upon all the Priſoners there by Divine Power; but 


though there is this Kingdom of an Almighty God 
that is co-extended with the vaſt Syſtem of Beings, 


wy yet when it is ſaid, that in the Days of theſe Kings 


the God of Heaven ſhall ſet up a Kingdom, there is 

ſomething more than this univerſal Empire of Pro- 
vidence intended, and that is, that in the latter Pe- 
rods of Time God will eſtabliſh a ſpiritual King- 
dom, a Kingdom that does not ſo much conſiſt in 
reſtraining overruling and puniſhing the Rage and 
Rebellion of his Enemies, (in which Senfe Devils 
themſelves are under the Divine Government) but 
a Dominion that is founded in the Heart of God's 
free and loyal Subjects. It ſhalt be a Dominion 
over Sons and Daughters, Heirs of God, and Joint- 
heirs with Jeſus Chriſt. A Dominion, to the Sub- 
jects of which God will be able to ay, am your 
God, and ye are my People. Such a Kingdom as 
this God has had here and there ſcattered over the 
Earth down from the original Apoſtacy ;, bur 


hitherto it hath been contraſted within narrow . 


Bounds, and ſometimes the People of God have been 
Hs Cc „ 
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no more than a few Handfuls of Corn amidſt a 
large Heap of Chaff and Stubble; and even when 
Chriſt came, and the Goſpel was preached com- 
paratively with ſuch wide and ſovereign Succeſs, yet 


many Nations had ſcarce a Ray of the Goſpel 
broke in amongſt them; but ere long the ſlumber- 
ing, not the dead, Promiſe in my Text ſhall be 
quickened and raiſed into full Life and Power, and 
God * will give the Heathen for his Son's Inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for bis 
 Poſſeſſon. + Then ſhall the Kingdoms of the World 
become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt, 
and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. The Kings of 
the Earth they have had each their Time of Do- 
minion, and have long trampled down, and tri- 
umphed over God's Heritage, but at length the 
King of Heaven ſhall f gird his Sword on bis Thigh, 


and in his Majeſty ride proſperouſiy, and the People 


: foal fall 2 him. He ſhall be & King of Nations | 


in a more ample Senſe than ever that Title was aſ- 


cribed to any earthly Potentate. And the long De- 
fires and Prayers of the Saints ſhall be turned into 
an univerſal Shout of Praiſes, and they ſhall with 
Juoy behold || that Chriſt's Kingdom is come, and that 
Dis Will is done on Earth as it is in Heaven, But 1 
am preventing, in ſome Meaſure, the Enlargements 
| of my next Head, which leads me, 


II. To make a particular Enquiry into the Na- 
ture of this Kingdom. And, 


1. Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be placed at the Head of 
this Kingdom ; God will not immediately govern, 


but the Affairs of this Kingdom ſhall paſs through 

the Head, Heart, and Hands of our great Re- 
deemer, 2 7 ſaw in the Night Viſons, and behold 
one like rhe Son of Man came with the Clouds of Heaven, 


* Plat ii; 8. Rev. xi. 15. t Pal, xlv. 3, FR 


J Gen, xiv. 2. C Mat. vi 10. ** Dan, vii. 13.14. 
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and came to the Antient of Days, and they brought kim 
near before him; and there was given him Dominion and 
Glory, anda Kingdom that all People, and Nations, and 
Languages ſhould ſerve him : His Dominion is an ever- 
laſting Dominion, which shall not paſs away, and his 
Kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, But they 
Shall be Prieſts of God and of Chriſt, and shall * reign 
with him a thouſand Years. As Chriſt is the Mediator 
through whom the Streams of all Divine Bleſſings 
deſcend to us, fo he is the Sovereign in whoſe Hands 
the higheſt, and moſt abſolute Authority is veſted, 
He who once ſowed in Sweats of Blood, and in 
whom the Ploughers made long their Furrows, ſhall 
reap from thoſe Sweats and Furrows an abounding : 
Harveſt of Honour to himſelf, and Salvation for 
Souls. He who wore the Crown of Thorns in the 
Days of his Humiliation, a Crown twiſted with 
Contempt and Sorrows, ſhall wear in his exalted 
State a Diadem of eternal Glory. He who grappled 
and ſunk under the Croſs, ſhall, e're long, diſplay 
his triumphant Enſigns of Majeſty and Power. He 
who poured out his Life for the Sins of the World, 
and in his Blood has founded his Title to the Do- 
minion of it, ſhall then demonſtrate the Virtue 
of his Title, and all thoſe Paſſages that contain 
ſublime and delightful Deſcriptions of the Govern- 
ment of Chriſt ſhall be accompliſhed to their laſt 
Bounds of Meaning. ＋ Him hath God appointed to” 
be both Lord and C 777% „„ e 
Kings of the Earth. & He hath on his Veſture, and 
on his Thigh a Name written, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords. || Of the Increaſe of his Government 
and Peace, there ſhall be no End, 
2. The Holy Spirit ſhall be poured out in a moſt 
plentiful Effuſion, to introduce the Kingdom, which 


* Rev. xx. 6. + AR. i li. 7 { Rev. i 1. 5. 
C Rev. xix. 16. 1 80-18... TR Row 
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the God of Heaven ſhall ſet up; ſuch a Kingdom, 
as that of which we are ſpeaking, ſhall not be raiſed 
by Might and Power, by any human or created 
Aids, but by the Spirit of the Lord of Hoſts. Ir 
1s the appointed Work of that Spirit who proceeds 
from the Father, and who is the great Promiſe of 
the Son, though not ſo as to exclude the other 
two, to form the bleſſed Ingredients of this King- 
dom in the Hearts of Men. He it is that con- 
vinces, converts, ſanctifies and comforts, and the 
Kingdom which the God of Heaven ſets up, will 
be nothing elſe than a copious and pleaſant Parti- 
| Cipation of his Fruits. But the Fruit of the Spirit 
is Lowe, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
| Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, and Temperance. And 
the Erection of his Kingdom, which our Text re- 
gards, is plainly . aſcribed to the Operation and 
Grace of the Spirit in that Paſſage, Neither will 1 
hide my Face any mere from them, for 1 have poured 
out my Spirit upon the Houſe of Iiraet, ſaith the 

| Lord God f. Upon which Words Mr. Hows thus 
comments, *I take it, that theſe Properties muſt | 
d be underſtood to belong unto this Communica- 
c tion, the Fulneſs of it in Reference to each par- 
« ticular Soul, or intenſively conſidered; and the 
« Univerſality of it, ſo as that it ſhall extend unto 
* valtly many, in Compariſon of what it hath 
© done. But neither of them to be underſtood in 
cc an abſolute Senſe.” To this Paſſage may be 
added another F. Until the Spirit be poured upon us 
from on high, the Context ſhews that till this Time 
there ſhall be a preceding Decay of the Church, 


a 


Q 


and the Wilderneſs ſball be @a fruitful Field, 


and the FRO Field be counted for: a Foreſt ; ; 


1 Gal. v. 22. + Ezek. XXIX. 29. And if any doubt 


if this Place refars. to theſe latter Days, me” them conſult the 
Preface to the Sermon. 


$ lai, x xxii. 14, 15. 


that 


„„ 
that is, the Field counted fruitful before, ſhall 
in theſe bleſſed Days be eſteemed as nothing 
better than a Foreſt. Then, my Friends, ſhall 
the Spirit unbind all the frozen Fetters of this 
wintry State, breathe over the Earth with his 
vital Influences, and the Vallies of Darkneſs and 
Death ſhall become Light and Life in the Lord. 
And the Wilderneſs and the ſolitory Place ſhall 
be glad for them ; and the Deſert ſhall rejoyce, 
and 2 as a Roſe: It ſpall bloſſom abundantly, 
and rejoyce even with Foy and Singing, the Glory 
of Lebanon ſhall be given unto it, the Excellency f 
Carmel and Sharon; they ſhall ſee the ward of the 
Lord, and the Excellency of our God. 


3. The Kingdom which the God of Heaven 


ſhall ſet up ſhall be a powerful Kingdom. It is 


ſaid in the Verſe of my Text, that the King- 
dom fhall break in Pikes and conſume all other 
Kingdoms; and in the next Verſe we are in- 
formed, that the Stone that was cut out of the 
Mountain, without Hands, broke in Pieces the © 
Iron, the Braſs, the Clay, the Silver, and the 
Gold. When he takes the Kingdom, whoſe 
Right the Kingdoms are, he ſhall overturn, 
and no Oppoſition, and Strength of Enemies 
ſhall be able to ſtand before him. Not all the 
Paganiſh Part of Mankind, (and oh ! what a 
vaſt Space do they occupy in the Earth) ſhall 
be able to reſiſt the Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
and all the thick malignant Shades, which have 
ſo long drowned them in Ignorance, ſhall be 
| pierced through, and diſperſed when the Day- 


5 Spring from on high ſhall viſit them. Mabo- 
mieitan Deluſion, though that accurſed Religion 


is built, and cemented together in Tyranny, 
and Blood, ſhall never be able to make Head 


againſt the victorious Empire of our Lord 
— 7 cſus, 


* Tf. xxxv. 1. 
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Jeſus. Nor ſhall the old Idol at Rome, who 
has had more Lives ſacrificed to him than ever 
the Pagan Moloch deſtroyed, be ſufficient to 
withſtand the Strength of Omnipotence; but as 
| he now fulfills the Prophecy that brands him as 
ße Man of Sin, ſo he ſhall in that Day become in 
_ a publick Spectacle of Shame and Deſtruction, he 
Son of Perdition, The Refuges of Lies, the 
Pillars of Darkneſs, the Authorities of antient 
Cuſtom, the Subtilties of Jeſits, and all the 
open Might and Fury of the Adherents 
to 8 but Enemies to Chriſt, ſhall be 
broken in Pieces, and * become like the Chaff 
of the Summer hviine- i) oors, that the Wind 
drives away, and there A be no Place found for 
them. Who art thou, + Ob! Mountain ? before 
ZxrvBBABEL, or rather an infinitely greater Perſon 
than ZERUBBABEL, thou ſhalt become a Plain, When 
Jeſus rides forth in the triumphant Chariot 
of his Goſpel, conquering and to conquer, Moun- 
tains ſhall ſink, Vallies ſhall riſe, crooked Places 
| ſhall be made ſtreight, rough Places plain, and all 
Fleſh ſhall ſee (the Scales of Darkneſs ſhall fall 
from every Eye, and every Mound of Oppoſi- 
tion ſhall be levelled in the Duſt) all Fleſh 
| ſhall ſee the Salvation of God, In that Day 
Sinners ſhall be made the Triumphs of Grace, 
or they muſt expect to be Trophies of Vengeance. 
Either the Iron Rod ſhall break, and daſh in 
| Pieces, or the golden Sceptre ſhall ſway. + The 
Lord at thy right Hand ſhall firike through Kings 
in the Days of his Wrath. His Sin. revenging 
Arrows ſhall fly before him, and Kings ſhall | 
be ſtruck chrovgh, and attend the triumphal 


Wheels of this Divine Conqueror. || He ſhall 
| Judge among the Heathen, be ſhall fill the Places 
_ = with 


Dan. ff. 35 + Zech. r rr 2 VOY 
| Pal, cx. 6. Zo 


1 
with the dead Bodies, he ſhall wound the Heads 
over many Countries. * But his People ſhall be 
willing in the Day of his Power, in the Beauties of 
bis Holineſs : more than the Womb of the Morn- 
ing ſhall Chriſt have for the Dew of bis Youth, His 
People Wall be all cloathed with the ſparkling 
Beauties of Holineſs, as Nobles that ſtand near 
their King, you know, wear the Ornaments of 
Jewels, Diamonds, and the like. And the Num- 
ber of theſe Converts, the Dew of Chriſt's Youth, 
ſhall be more than the Womb of the Morning, 
more than the Dew- drops which in a Summer's 
Morning diſtil from the Heavens, impearl the 
Graſs, and overſpread the whole Face of the 


Ground. And we ſhall not wonder that Victory, 


irreſiſtible Victory, ſhould attend the Saviour, 
if we conſider who he is, and what he has done. 
Is he not ſtiled, and is his Stile only a Sound, a 
Vanity? + Wenderſul, Counſellor, the Mighty GOD, 
and everlaſting Father? + Is he not GOD over 
all, bleſſed for evermore * ? Did he not make the 
e World, calling it forth firſt into Being, and then 
doathing it with Light, Order and Beauty? Do 
not all things by him conſiſt, and do not the 
' Wheels of Nature and Providence roll upon his 
Hand? Did not Chriſt enter into the Heart 
of the Empire of Death, I mean the Grave, diſ- 
arm, conquer, and deſtroy the Monſter, and from 
his dreadful Priſon _ the Gates of Life for 
| himſelf and People? Did not Chriſt ſpoil 


1 Principalities and Powers, bind the Old Serpent, 


and after the Manner of a Conqueror, make a 
Shew of them openly, triumphing over them in 


his Croſs? And now does he not wear at his 


Girdle, the Keys of Death and the Grave? 
What Wonder therefore is it, ſince Chriſt has 


wenn ſo many wonderful Atchievements, that 
Man, 


N 


er. . in FI 


Man, who dwells in Houſes of Clay, who is 


( 24 ) 


the Creature of this Almighty God, and but 
a Worm before him, ſhall crouch and ſubmit to 


the Lord of Glory? * And I ſaw the Beaſt, and 


the Kings of the Earth, and their Armies gathered 


together to make War againſt him that ſat upon the 


Throne, and againſt his Army. And the Beaſt was 
taken, and with him the falſe Prophet that wrought 


Miracles before him, with which he deceived them that 
bad received the Mark of the Beaſt, and them that 
worſhipped his Image. 


4. The Kingdom which the God of en 


ſpall ſer up, ſhall be a peaceable Kingdom. The 
Kingdom of our Lord is ſaid, ＋ not to be Meat 


and "Drink, but Righteouſueſs and Peace, and Foy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. Peace on Earth, and Good- 


will towards Men was the Song that uſhered our 
Lord into the World at his Incarnation, and it ſhall 
be reſounded from one End of the Earth to the 
other when he fits upon the Throne, and takes 
the Government of Nations. 4 Men ſhall beat 


their Swords into Plow ſhares, and their Spears 


into Pruning-Hooks ; Nation ſball- not lift up 
Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn War 


any more : || the Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, 


and the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Mid; and 
the Calf and the young Lion, and the Fatling to- 
gether, and a little Child ſhall lead them. And the 
Cow and the Bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſpall 
lie down. together, and the Lion ſhall eat Straw 
like the Ox. And the ſucking Child ſhall play on 
the Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Child ſhall 
put his Hand on the Cocketrice's Den, They ſhall 
not hurt, nor deſiroy in all my Holy Mountain; for 
the Earth ſhall be full of A Knowledge of the . 1 
Lord, as the Waters cover the Seas. And to 


add 


Rev. Xix. 1 + Rom. xiv. 17-64: 
[| If. xi. 69. 2 | 
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add no more in Proof that the Kingdom of Chriſt 
ſhall be a peaceable Kingdom, let it be conſi- 


dered that Peace is the Product of Holineſs, and 


where Holineſs has rooted itſelf into the Heart, 
the Peace of God that paſſes all Underſtanding, 
will fill the Mind, and cover it over with its 


precious and fragrant Shadow and Fruits. Now 


indeed, Contentions, Tnmults and Bloodſhed 
diſtract and waſte Mankind. Ambition, Pride, 


Superſtition and Cruelty rend the World aſunder, 
and what Famines, Hcaps of Death and Rivers of 


human and Chriſtian Blood change the Globe, 


Which was once our Paradiſe, into a Field of 
Carnage, an horrid Deſolation, waſte and miſer- 
able? Thouſands and ten Thouſands of Lives 
are accounted a cheap Sacrifice, a ſmall Morſel 
to the boundleſs Pride, and inſatiable Rage of 
the Tyrants of the Earth; and after theſe and 
perhaps greater Numbers have without a Pang 


of Remorſe, or Tear of Pity, been butchered by 


the Sword, the Gun, or the waſteful Cannon, 


freſh Multitudes are compelled to fill up their 


Places of Danger and Deſtruction. Theſe are 


the preſent diſmal Scenes in the Earth! ſuch is 


the Havock that the French Tyrant is now making 
in a Country not far from our Coaſts ; and from 


ſucceſſive and endleſs Murders of Mankind: he 


hopes to obtain a ſucceſſive and endleſs Train of 
_ Glories. Oh! who can reſtrain the fervent Groan, 


that God would haſten the Erection and Eftabliſh- 
ment of his peaceable Kingdom ! Nor are there 


only theſe national Diſorders, but there are alſo 


Diviſions and Animoſlitics amoneſt the Churches of 
_ Chriſt, which ſhould be for Love and Union the 


Family of Heaven. What Contentions are there 


about Modes and Forms, this and that Circum- 


ſtantial of Religion, and acknowledged to be 
ſuch on both the diſputing Sides, "while the 


2 Sd Zeal 
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in the univerſal Love. 1 Chriſtian then will 
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Zeal for Godlineſs, like the Juices of the Body 
drawn out from the Vitals to nouriſh unnatural 
Tumours, languiſhes and dies. What Jealou- 
hes and Heart-Burnings often ſubſiſt, and are in- 
dulg'd between Members of the ſame Lord Jeſus ? 


And if we were never to come to the Altar, 
till we had becn firſt reconciled to our offended 
Brother, I am afraid that we ſhould nor viſit the 
Houſes of God fo frequently as we do, Brethren, 
the profeſſed Children of the ſame God, and Fa- 


ther, and Joint-Heirs of the ſame Lord Jeſus, fall 


out by the Way, and too little regard and prac- 

tiſe the ſacred Direction, to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. But when God 
ſets up his Kingdom there ſhall be a bleſſed. Al- 
teration for the better. Ephraim ſhall not vex 


Judah, nor ſhall Fudah vex Ephraim. All will 
ſeek not their own, but the Things of others. This 
narrow Spirit ſhall be enlarged, this Self- Love 


which now, like the Streams of a Whirlpool, 


rolls back into itſelf the Streams it ſhould pour 


forth for others, ſhall be widened into a ſocial 
N Sympathy and Communion with the Brethren, and, 
ke a irce flowing Fountain, run abroad in a thou- 


land Rills of Refreſhment and Joy for others. 
Prejudices, Grudgings, Lukewarmneſs and Cenſo- 
cionſueſs, when the Strength of Grace gains the 
Aſcendant, ſhall, like Sampſon's Cords, be. broke 
alunder hke a Thread, by thoſe Flames of Love 


8800 ſhall then fill our Hearts, however miſerably 


theſe , Sins and Follies may at preſent confine, 
and contract our Spirits towards one another. 
Then ſhall there be open Hands, and open 
Hearts to Love, and claſp in inſeparable Union 


with all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chrift in 
Sincerity, Little  Party-Names and Differences 


mall then be melted down, and ſwallowed up 


be 


5 
be dear to his Brother as a Chriſtian, becauſe he is 
a Copy taken from the ſame Original, and a Diſ- 
ciple of the ſame Jeſus, and not becauſe he unites 
with him in the fame Punctilios of Sentiment. 
The Arrows of bitter Words ſhall .be broken in 
that bleſſed Day, and upon the Tongues of Saints 
ſhall be the Law of Kindneſs, and only the Dews 
of Honey ſhall drop from theſe Lips, which before 
were ſometimes exaſperated with Gall and Worm- 
wood. Inſtead of magnifying, expoſing, and ex- 
ulting in the Falls of others, that Charity ſhall pre- 
_ vail which hopes all I ings, and rejoices not in Int- 
quity ; and where we now ſound the Trumpet 
of Reproach, we ſhall be rather for drawing over 
the Blemiſhes of our Fellow. Chriſtians the Mantle 5 
of Love. Haſten, O Lord, the Birth of theſe 
Times ! thy Churches want them, thy Churches 
long for them; at leaſt let the Day break, and the 
Shadows flee away, and let the orient Beams viſit 
us before the full Glorics of this happy Period ſhall 
appear. And oh! that th ou would let us know 
in Part, though the full Harveſt of theſe Bleſſings 
is reſerved for an hereafter, * How good, and bow 
pleaſant a Thing il is for Brethren to dwell together in 
Unity. It is like ile precious Ointment upon the 
lead, that ran diwn upon the Beard, even AARON'S 
Beard, that went down lo the Skirts of his Garments. 
As the Dew of Hermon, and as the Dew that de- 
ſcended upon the Mountains of Zion, for there the 
Lord commanded Lhe blefing, even Life for ever- 
e 
The Kingdom which the God of Heaven hall 
| fir” up ſhall be an univerſal Kingdom. Of the vaſt 
| Extent of this Kingdom, we have a ſtrong Aſſu- 
ng in the Words of my Text, which acquaint 
, That it —_ conſume all theſe Kingdems; not 
33 3 one 
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one or two Empires of the Earth only ſhall yield to 
this Kingdom, but all of them are to be diſſolved 
in this Dominion. And there are many more expreſs 
Paſſages. And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, 
that the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe (here is an 
evident Reference to Mount Zion and the Temple 
built upon it) ſhall be eſtabliſhed above the Hills and 
all Nations ſhall flow unto it. And many People ſpall 
87 and ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to the Moun- 
lain of the Lerd, to the Houſe of the God of Jaco, 
: ond he will teach us of his Ways, and we will walk in 
Dis Paths. So again, Sing, O Barren, thou that. 
didſt not gear; break ferth into finging, and cry aloud, 
thou that didſt not travail with Child; for more are 
| the Children of the Deſolate, than the Children of the 
married IWiſe, ſaith the Lord. Enlarge ihe Place "BS 
thy Tent, and let them ſtretch forth the Curtains ff 
thine Habitations; ſpare not, lengthen thy Cords, and 
and ftrengthen thy Stakes. For theu Gall break forth. 
en the right Hand, and on the Left ; and thy Seed © 
ſhall inherit the Gentiles, and make the deſolate Cities 
to be inhabited. And I may turn you farther to 
another Paſſage, 4 Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light is come, 
and the Glory of the Lord 1s riſen upon thee, For be- 
gold the Darkneſs ſhall cover the Earth, and groſs 
Darkneſs the People; but the Lord ſhall ariſe upon 
thee, and his Glory ſhail be ſeen upon thee. And the 


Gentiles ſhall come to thy Light, and Kings to the 


Brightneſs of thy Kiſing. Lift up thine Eyes round 
evout, and fee ;, all they gather themſelves together, 
they come to thee, thy Sons ſhail come from far, and 
thy Daughters ſhall te nurſed at thy Side. Then thou 
ſoalt ſee and flew together, and thine Heart ſhall 
fear, and be enlarged, berauſe the Abundance of the 
Sea ſbell be converted unto #bee, the Forces of the 
Gentiles ſhall come unto thee, — , Who are theſe 


* Iſai, i. 3. f. Ifai. live 1, 2,3. T I i 88 
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that fly as a Cloud, and as the Doves to their Min- 


dows 2 Fleeing home like a numerous Flock of 


Doves that, as a Cloud overſhadow and darken the 


Heavens with their prodigious Numbers. To the 

fame Purpoſe I might mention many more Proofs, 

but I think theſe are ſufficient for our Point. In the 
Ages before Chriſt, the Goſpe!, that Dew of Hea- 

ven that refreſhes and fructifies the Soul, was con- 

' fined to this or that Family or Nation, and while 
their Fleeces were watered with heavenly Influences, 

the reſt of the World was dry ; and God ſpeaks of 

Tfrael under the Notion of a Vineyard that was 

ſelected and ſeparated from the wide Waſte of the 
World, and appropriated as his own peculiar He- 

ritage by ſpiritual Bleſſings and Privileges : But 

now many Nations are viſited with, and there is 

no Bar in the Commiſſion of Miniſters, why all 
mould not enjoy the Light of the Goſpel. "* O0- 

ye into all the World, fays Chriſt to his Apoſtles, En 


and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. But in 


this future Day, this Day when Chriſt ſhall ſer up 
his univerſal Kingdom, the Goſpel will be diffuſed 

not only in its Light, but in its Power over the 
Earth. The poor benighted Indians, the ſtupid 
and almoſt brutal Hottentets, the Lapland Sorcerers, 


the Cannibals of Africa that riot, as it is ſaid, on 


human Fleſh and Blood, the blinded Mabometans. 
the ſuperſtitious and blood- thirſty Papiſts, and the 
perverſe and obſtinate Fews, and the reſt. of the 
Nations that are now the Realms of Darkneſs, 
and the Habitations of Cruelty, ſhall all acknow- 
ledge, and bow to the exalted Standard of the 
Redeemer, Does the natural Sun extend abroad 
his Rays over the Face of the World, and is his 


going forth from the End of the Heaven, and his 
Circuits to the Ends of it, and 1s there nothing 


e 


hid 
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hid from the Heat thereof ? This natural Sun is but 
a Type of the ſpiritual Sun, the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs that ſhall ariſe upon the Nations with Heal- 
ing under his Wings: Boundleſs as the Beams and 
Bloſſings of the firſt are ſpread, ſo boundleſs ſhall 
be the Peams and Bleſſings of the laſt. Hoarineſs 
and Intancy, Male and Female, Jew and Gentile 
_ ſhall all join in the Hoſanna, Bleſfed is he that comes 


in the N ame of the Lord. Now tne Road of Hea- 


ven is not much frequented, it is narrow, and it is 
but a little trodden Path, but ere long it hall be an 
_ High-way, a Way of great Reſort and Company, 
and inſtead of Tens ſhall be Thouſands, and inſtead 
of Thouſands ſhall be Millions, all enquiring the 
Vay to Zion, with their Faces directed thither. 
The wandring Souls that found no Reſt, but ho- 
vered hither and thither, in Hopes o finding, 
ſome ſure Refuge from the Terrors and Di- 
ſtreſſes of Conſcience, ſhall at laſt come home to 
the Ark of Salvation. Satan ſhall fall like Light- 
ning front Heaven : His malignant Fires ſhall be 
thor againſt Pig Kingdom of Chriſt, but ſhall only 
blaze and die : His Sway has been long enough, 
and wide and fat did he extend his Iron Sceptre, 
cntrench and ſupport himſelf in Darkneſs and De- 
uf on, but at length the Strong ſhall be overcome 
and yi eld to the Stronger, the Lord God Almighty. 
The Flock of Chriſt is now a little Flock, though 
imall as it is, it is not out of the Reach of his 
Promiſe, or his Protection, but the Day is coming, 
when the Limits of his Flock ſhall be in a manner 
co-exrended with the Bounds of the World: There 
| ſhall be one Fold, and one Shepherd. The Wa- 
ters of Late, that only reached at firſt to the An- 
cles chen to the Knees, next to the Loins, and 
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afterwards increaſed into a River that could not be 
paſſed over, ſhall go down into the Deſert, and 


into the Sea, and extend their vital cheering and 


healing Virtues in an unbounded Courle 


6. And laſtly, The Kingdom which the God of 


Heaven ſhall ſet up, mall be an everlaſting, King-: 


dom. The Text ſays, 1: ſhall never be d:troyed, 
nor left to other People; that is, no Kingdom hall 


riſe up after it to overcome, and craſe it, and it 


ball fland for ever. And to this Account agree 


bother Deſcriptions that we mect with of the fame 
glorious Event. + Of the Increnſe of bis Govern- 
ment and Peace there ſhall be no End, 1 on the 


Throne of Da vip, and upon his Ringdom to order it, 


and eſtabliſh it with Judgment and with Fuſtice, fromm 


henceforth even for ever. Thou art a Prieſt, ſays 
the Father to the Son, and if a Prieſt, unqueltion- 


ably he is a King for ever. & His Dominon is an 
everlaſting Dominion which ſhall not paſs away, and 
his Kingdom that which shall not be dc fer Hel. 


One Kingdom of the World has yielded, Lime 


after Time, to the overpowering Force of another; 


thus the EcyeTian Monarchy was ſwept away by 
the Power of the BaBVLONIAN, the BagvLonian 
ſunk into the Hands of the PERSIAN, the PER“ 
SIAN Empire was deſtroyed by the {wilt and irre- 
ſiſtible Conqueſts of the GRECIAN, and the GAE“ 


„„ 


cran Monarchy was diſſolved and loſt in the Gulph 


of RouE, which Monarchy is ſtill ſubſiſting, 
though, as has been obſerved, With much W. ea. 


neſs, and jarring Confuſion. But when the Time 


comes that Chriſt ſhall be proclaimed King of 
Nations, the Saints ſhall have this Aflurance for their | 


ſtrong Conſolation, that they have FECELVEL A King- 


＋ Ini. ix. 7. l Pll ex, 4. $ Dan, vil 14. 


dom 


} 
1 
z 
| 
; 


\ 


(32 ) 
| dom that ſhall never be moved“; a Kingdom by 
5 which all human Power ſhall be daſhed in Pieces; 
| a Kingdom againſt which not all the Gates, and 
Legions of Hell ſhall be able to prevail: And 
T Whoſoever hall fall on this Stone that was. 


* Here I find it neceſſary for me to obviate an ObjeAtion that 
may ſeem to ſtand with great Force againſt the Univerſality 
and Perpetuity of the Kingdom which God ſhall erect in the 
World. And it may be faid, that our Lord propheſies of a 
genera] Licentiouſneſs and Stupidity in thoſe Times, when he 
ſhall come to judge the World, Mat. xxiv. 34. But as the 
Days of Noe were, fo fhall alſo the Coming of the Son of Man be. 
For as in the Days that avere before the Flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in Marriage, until the Day 
that Noe entered into the Ark, and knew not until the Flood came 
aud took them all away: ſo all alſo the Coming of the Son of 
Man be. And to corroborate this Objection it may be further 
added, that after the Expiration of the Thouſand Years, we 
are told, Rev. xx. 7. That Satan fhall be looſed out of his Pri- 
_ fon, and ſpall go out to deceive the Nations of the Earth, Goe, 
_ _— and MaGoG to gather them together to Battle, the Naber of 
A obo is as the Sand of the Sea, Since this is the Caſe, it may 
be asked, how can we reconcile theſe, and ſuch like Prophecies | 
With the Opinion of an univerſal and everlaſting Kingdom? 
25 My Anſwer is, That it is not aſſerted, that this Kingdom ſhall 
ever in this World be univerſal at any Time, in ſuch a Senſe, 
as to comprehend every Individual; nor is it affirmed," that 
„. the Kingdom ſhall be the ſame in Degree at all Times, but 
4M ſometimes it may be diffuſed wider, and ſometimes it may be 
circumſcribed, ſpeaking in Compariſon, in a narrower Compaſs : 
And it may perhaps ſo come to paſs, that, in the Times juſt 
Pteceding, and in the very Article of Chriſt's coming to Judg- 
ment, this Kingdom may not be ſo wide, and in ſo flouriſning 
a State as what it has been in ſome former Periods, but yet 
there may be ſo many Believers in Chriſt, as to verify the 
promiſed Univerſality, and Perpetuity of his Kingdom, although 
there may be many Enemies to Chrift, and his People. And 
methinks, whoſoever conſiders that the Enemies of the 
Saints, Rev. xx. 9. went up on the Breadth of the Earth, and 
compaſſed the Camp of the Soints about, (a Camp denotes no 
ſmall Number of Perſons) and obſerves allo, that the Day of 
Judgment is immediately ſpoken of, will eaſt ly conclude, that 
there will be a vaſt Multitude of Saints, as well as a vaſt Mul- 
[| titude of Sinners found in the Earth juſt before the ſecond Ap: 
1 . 3 of Chriſt for the Judgment of the World, 
4 ＋ Men. x xi. 44. 
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cut out of the Mountain without Hands shall be bro- 
ken, but on whomſover it Shall fall it sball grind him 
to Powder. The Powers of this Kingdom are not 
like thoſe Powers by which earthly Kingdoms have 
been, and are ſupported, Swords, Spears, Armies, 
and the like, which can be, and often are deſtroy ed 
by other Swords, Spears, and Armies, or in a little 
Time periſh of themſelves. The Weapons of this 
Kingdom are not carnal, but ſpiritual, and there- 
fore mighty for the pulling down the ſtrong Holds, 
not of Towers and Cities, but Sin and Satan. 
This Kingdom is a Kingdom of Holineſs : Tis 
a Kingdom, the immediate Production of God 
himſelt: *Tis a Kingdom, the Fruit of infinite 
Wiſdom, the Charge of Almighty Power, the Su. 
perſtructure of immutable Faithfulneſs, and the De- 
light and Darling of Divine Love: *Tis a King- 
dom after God's own Heart, an it wears the Stamp 
of his own Image. Other King loms they crumble | 
away by Luxury, Pride, and Contention, which are 
the general Fruits of a full and long Proſperity, 
and thus they fink beneath the Weight of their 
own Wealth and Grandeur, but nothing of this 
Kind can happen to this Kingdom of Divine Fita- 
bliſhment, for the very Nature, the undecaying 
Vitals of it, are not Sin but Holineſs, not Variance 
but Peace. Time, that with his wide-waſting Scythe 
rends up Empires from their Roots, has no Place 
for his Deſtruction here. Other Kingdoms ſtand _ 
upon rolling Sands, this Kingdom, like a Rock in the 
Midſt of the Ocean, ſtands in the very Boſom of 
Eternity. But here it may be objected, how cat it he 
that the Kipgdom which God ſhall ſet up ſhould 
be everlaſting, ſince there will ere long be a Con- 
fagration and Diflolution of the World ? ? When 
there is no Place, no Seat for Empire, muſt not 
this Kingdom of Courle vaniſh away z e-. Tanker. 
that it is granted that the Karch is now doom'd 
ns I £9 
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to fiery Peſtruction, and that there is a Day 
of Execution appointed in the Secrets of the Divine 
Decrces : but notwithſtanding the Kingdom of 
Chriſt ſhall be everlaſting, and the Saints, the Sub- 
jects of this Dominion, ſhall only be transferred at 
the Diſſolution of this viſible Frame of Nature from 
one Region to another, and, when this mighty 
5 Scaffolding ſhall be taken down and committed to 
1 Flames, the Children of this Kingdom ſhall 
be received into the Houſe not made with Hands 
| eternal in the Heavens. The Kingdom is the 
fame as to its Head, Conſtitution and Subjcets, 
though it may receive at moſt only a circum- 
LEY Rantial Alteration, and that for the better; and 
that this is a true Fact that Saints at the 
End of the World ſhall be only tranſplanted into 
ancther Colony, is evident from what the Apoſtle 
ſays; * For the Lerd himſelf ſhall deſcend from Hea- 
dem with a Shut, with the Vice of the Archargel, 2 
and with the Trump of God: aud the dead in Chriſt 
hall riſe frſt ;, then wwe which are alive and remain, 
ſchall be caught up together with them in the Clcuds, 
to meet the T.rd in the Air; and ſo ſhall we be for 
ever *oith the Lord. On Farth we have only the 
early E eginnings of this ſpiritual Kingdom; its 
_ eternal Continuance is the Bliſs of Heaven. 
F And there frall be no more Curſe ; ; but the Throne 
of God and the Lamb ſhall le in it, (that is, the new 
Feruſalem) end his Servants ſhall ſerve bim, and they 
hail fre his Face; and his Name ſhall be in their 
Fercheads. Ard there ſhall be no Night there, and they 
need u Candle, neither Light of the Sun, for the 
Lord God gives them Light ; ; and they ſhall reign 
For EVER AND EVER. FOR EVER AND EVER, | 
aſtoniſhing Words | with what a Weight of Glory 
are they loaded Let Myriads and N of 
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Yeats be caſt into one Scale, and Eternity poiſed 
againſt them in the other, and what are Myriads 
and Millions of Vears in Compariſon, but the 
Drop of the Bucket, and the ſmall Duſt of the 


Ballance. Eternity ſtrikes all our Language dumb, 
Eternity ſwallows up all our Conceptions in its 
fathomleſs, boundleſs Abyſs! Time is but the 
Child of F ternity, the brittle and quick-diffolving 
Tie that unites the eternal Ages before to the eternal 


Ages behind. Human Empires are like the Sha- 


dows of Mountains that ftretch themſelves wide 
and far, but are vaniſhed and paſſed away in a 
Moment, or empty Bubles that foam up in the 
troubled Seas of the World, burſt, and die. ALExVDh) 


ANDER'S wild Career of Glory was ſtopped 


at about thirty Years of Age, and he who 
WW, over-run, | ravaged and enflav'd Nations, 
planned, and filled his Soul with vaſter Schemes of TT 
Glory, felt the World's Limits too narrow for 
his boundleſs Ambition, and even dared to chal- 
lenge Divine Honours, aid: trace his Origin from 


the Skies, was arreſted by a ſudden Diteaſe, the 


| Effect of a drunken Carouſal, and died at Babylon; 
and fo this glaring Meteor of Fame, that had 
ſo much aſtoniſhed and terrified the World with 


its rapid and malignant Courſe, ſunk down! in the 


Silence and Darkneſs of Death for ever. But not 
ſuch is the Kingdom of this rightful, unchangeable 
Monarch, the LORD JESUS CHrisr. Eternity's 


countleſs Ages ſhall roll and roll on in long Succeſſions, 


but not one Beam ſhall ever be faded in the Throne, 
nor one Star plucked out, or eclip ſed in the 


Diadem of our exalted er. wo neſs ard 


Happineſs are the Eſſentials of his Government, 
and they {hall fill the Souls of all his admiring 

Saints, without Meaſure and without End; and 
_ Hell hall with! 9 Malice hear the trium- 
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phant and everlaſting Challenge, J/ho foal ſepa- 
rate us from the Love of God which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord ? 


The IMPROVEMENT. 


1. If God will ſet up a Kingdom in the World, 
no Oppoſition ſhall defeat his Deſign: God has 


pledged his royal Word, that he will have a 
Kingdom, not of chained, reluctant Slaves, but 
voluntary Subjects. And ſhall God publiſh his 
Decree, and be controuled, and over- ruled by 


the Plots, or Power of his Enemies ? Has not all 


that God has predicted concerning theſe ſeveral 
Kingdoms been exactly and compleatly verified, 
and has not Providence been a juſt and faithful 5 
Comment upon the Prophecies? Why then ſhould 
we nouriſh the gloomy anguiſhing Thought, that 


the Enemies of God ſhould be able to fruſtrate 


the Promiſe that yet remains unfulfilled, this great 
Promiſe to which the foregoing Events of Time 
point, and in which they ſhall all finally meet as in 
their Centre? It may be objected, “ that there 


ce 


may be no preſent Appearance of ſuch a glorious 


Event: valt Empires of the World are immerſed 


ce in the Darkneſs of Pacanism ; others are ſunk 
« inthe MAH¹EMETAN Deluſion, and the greater 
c Part of the Reſidue of the Nations bow the 


<« Knee to the Ipol of Rows. The PrRoTESTANT 


<« Intereſt, it is farther added, is very low, many 
care its Enemics, and few are its Friends, and of 
* theſe few ſome are only Friends in Name, and 
% not in Heart, for Intereſt and not for Religion. 

« The Ballance of Euzors hangs very doubtful, 


or rather the Weight ſeems evidently to he in 
the Scale of Tyravoy, and the ProTESTANT 


Cauſe 
* Rom. 8, FAY 


(37) 
« Cauſe is threatned with univerſal Deſtruction, if 
God ſhould not remarkably reveal himſelf for 
* our Help. Inſtead of Affairs making towards 
* this happy Revolution, when the Kingdoms of 
% the World ſhall become the Kingdoms of the 
Lord, and of his Chriſt, the Bias ſeems to turn 
_— ſtrong the other Way, and never was there a 
„ more violent Flood ſent out of the Mouth of 
os - Dragon, and his Emiſſaries than in the 1 
„ ſent Day.” Be the Caſe ſuch : Still, ſtill, 
Friends, the Promiſe of God ſtands ſecure, 41 
when his Enemies reſiſt, and rebel to the utmoſt 
Heights of their. Rage, and Extents of Power, 
yet * be that fits in the Heavens ſhall laugh, 
| the Lord ſhall have them in Deriſion. And at the 
loweſt Ebb of Religion, and the moſt over- bearing 
Tie of Oppoſition to God and his Chriſt, it may 
be ſaid, + Why do the Heathens rage, and the Peo- 
ple imagine a vain Thing ? Chriſtians, you do not 
enough conſider in your Fears, and Diſpondencies | 
who your God is, and what an invincible Arm of 
Strength he has to hurl Confuſion and Deſtruction 
upon your Enemies, and command Deliverance 
and Safety to his Friends. And this Power is not 
always lodged in its own ſilent Fulneſs in the 
Deity, whoſe Intereſt you are afraid will periſh 
in the Earth, but it has been demonſtrated and diſ- 
played in a thouſand Wonders of Mercy to his 
People. f Aware, awaie, put on Strength, O Arm 
of the Lord; awake as in the antient Days, in the 


* 


* 


Generations of old. Art thou not it which hath 


cut RAHAB, and wounded the Dragon. Art thou 
not it which hath dried the Sea, the Waters of the 
' great Deep, that hath made the Depths of the Sea 
4 Way for the Ranſomed to paſs over ? We are 
too apt to reduce our Apprehenſions of God to 
our own low Standard, and then looking round 
— upon 
Pf. ii. 4. VVV 10. 


5 
l + [ - 4 = J rer. — * 
—_ oh 5 CO WI 4 oa =D 5 $i 2 e 
r * r 5 I — 
n , : 
m 5 2 8 ” =_ - . OY [= — — 


— 


* 
3 
3 
1 1 1 
2 f 
A 
4 1 
os 
14 
1 
$i 
We | 
* 
*. 
5 


| God has watched the Hour of the greateſt Diſtreſs 
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upon the vaſt and formidable Hoſts that are gathered 
againſt his People, we are ready to ſink into Diſ- 
pondency, if not into Deſpair. But conſider who 


has promiſed the Settlement of this powerful, 


peaceable, univerſal and everlaſting Kingdom. 


Has not He promiſed, whoſe Power has no Rival, 
and whoſe Faithfulneſs has no Change? And R 
therefore, when the appointed Hour is come for 
the Birth of the Promiſe, it will be found that no 
Conſpiracies, and Powers of Enemies have been 
able to abortive the Divine Counſels. God 
has no where ſaid, that before theſe glorious Days 
there ſhall not be a Growth and Strength of his 
Adverſaries, and a Declenſion and Scarcity of his 
Friends; nay, he has given us Reaſon to think that 
his Enemies ſhall increaſe, and his Saints ſhall be 
oppreſſed and thinned before Chriſt takes to him- 
ſelf his great Power and Reign, Why then 


ſhould we fear leſt the Intereſt of Chriſt ſhould 


expire in the World, from any preſent Appear- 
_ ances? As reaſonably might you fear, that be- 
cauſe it is ſometimes Winter, when Storms, and 
| Sleets, and Snows have ſtript the Earth of its 
Flowers and Fruits, ſuſpended the Vigour, and 
bound up the Powers of Nature, that therefore 
there ſhall be no Return of the warm Gales, and 
verdant Beauties of the Spring: or that becauſe 
the World is covered over at Night with the thick 
Shades of Darkneſs, that therefore there ſhall be 


no Succeſſion of the. Dawn of the Morning, and 


the Beams of the riſing Sun; nay, more reatonable | 
would be ſuch a Fear, than the Fear that ſuch a 
bleſſed Day, as I have repreſented, ſhall never 
ſhine upon our World, for Heaven and Earth may 
and ſhall paſs away, and with them all the Revo- 
lutions of Summer and Winter, Day and Night, 


but the Word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever. 


and 


( 39 ) 


and Extremity for his Interpoſitions of Power and | 
and Grace for his People, and hereby the Terrors 
of his Anger have flamed the more dreadfully a- 
gainſt his Adverſaries, and his Mercies have tri- 
umphed the more illuſtriouſly in the Favour of 
his Saints. When the Lord turned again the Cap- 
tivity of Zion, we were like them that dream, 
The Salvation was ſo unexpected and fo great 
that it ſeemed, rather like the pleaſant Images of 
a nightly Slumber, than the actual Performance 3 
of the Almighty Arm. 
2. If Chriſt ſhall be placed at the tad of this 
Kingdom, what Tho ſhall hereby redound to 


kim?. Chriſt came down into our World, and 


veiled his Divinity under a Covering of our 
Clay, he obeyed the Law in the Place of Sinners, fer 
them he was offered a bloody Sacrifice, and none but 
he ho felt can coneive that Confluence, and Energy 

of Diſtreſs he endured, when his Body poured out 
its purple Sorrows from every bleeding Pore, when 
he was hung up as a Spectacle of Shame and 
Torment, when the amiable Face of his Father 
was eclipſed, and, as to its bright Manifeſtations, 
withdrawn from his Soul, when Juſtice poured 
in all her flaming Arrows of Sin. -revenging Wrath, 
and when he bowed his Head, ſaying, ＋ It is 
finiſhed, and gave up the Ghoſt. And as the Hu- 
miliation of Chriſt was thus deep and bitter, ſo 
his Exaltation ſhall be as high and glorious. 
What an unconceivable Honour will it be to rule 
cover a World of willing Subjects, to gather the 
Outcaſts of Iſrael, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, 
and unite them together in one Sheepfold, over 
which He the Redeemer ſhall be the univerſal Biſnop? 
His Titles of Glory ſhall in that Day be all made 
good, he ſhall be eee King of Kings, 


and 
F PL. ex xvi. 1. 4 Joh. xix. 50 


. | 


and Lind of Lords, and the Father's Grant ſhall 


paſs out of its promillory State into that of Ac- 


compliſhment, * 


" Aſe of me, and I ſhall give the Hea-. 


then for thine Inheritance, and the 225 10 Parts of 
: the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. 


3. Since Chriſt will be ſet at the Head of this 


Kingdom! great Pleaſure will hence ariſe to his 


People. 


Will not ſuch Thoughts as theſe tranſport 
the Minds of the People of God in that bleſſed Day, 


when this powerful, peaceable, univerſal, and ever- 


laſting Kingdom ſhall be founded in the World ? 


cc That Saviour, that before the Foundation of the 
World enter ne T houghts of Love and Peace 
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towards us, that Saviour that dignified one f 


theſe earthly Tabernacles with his indwelling 
Deity, that Saviour who fulfilled the Law in our 


Place, who was crucified and flain as a Sacrifice 
of Atonement, 


that Saviour who entered into, 


perfumed the Grave, broke all 5 
the Stings, and burſt the Chains of Death for bis 


cc 


People, that Saviour that aſcended to Heaven to 


© be the Forerunner, Advocate, and Interceſſor for 
all his Choſen, Called, and Faithful, and in a 


Word, that Saviour: whoſe infinite Love, and 


ſuperabounding Merits are the Fountains of all 


our Bleſſings in Time, and our brighter Hopes 


in Eternity, t this Saviour, and he only, ſhall be 


the Governor of this powerful, 2aceable, and 
everlaſting Kingdom. Where could there be 


one found through all the Myriads and Millions 


above, ſo fitted tor, and fo acceptable to us in 
this high Office as Jeſus Chriſt? He is our 
Friend, our Brother, he has made us Heirs of 
God, and Joint- heirs with himſelf; Hoſanna 
to him therefore as our Lord, and our God. 
The Title of his Dominion is founded in his 
Blood, and what a Pleaſure is it to be drawn 


a 


1 


erde 


4 
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to Obedience by the Bonds of infinite and ever- 


& laſting Love? 


4. How great is the Power of the holy Spirit, 


who can thus wonderfully reform and change the 
World! And here ſuffer me to borrow my En- 
largement from Mr. Howe, who, after he had in- 
troduced a like ObſerFation, ſpeaks in the following 
noble Manner. Look upon that wretched 
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and in a deeper Degree; if we think, that how 
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State of Things wherein the Chriſtian Church is, 
and wherein we may well expect it farther to be, 


ever, when the Spirit is poured out; all is well, 
how adorable ought that Spirit to be to us? ? g 


That mighty Spirit that can even of a ſudden | 


new create the World, make new Heavens, and 
a new Earth, diffuſe its Light and Influence 
every where, cloath all with Luſtre and Glory! 


And truly I believe we muſt be brought to have, = 
higher Thoughts of the Spirit than we have 


before we ſee ſo good Days as we could wiſh we 


and ſpoken of amongſt us! We have the Name 
of the Spirit, or of the Holy Gho/t many Times in 


our Mouths, when our Hearts aſcribe not Ho- 


nour to him: We glorify him not as God in 
our Conceptions : No, the Notions of our Minds 
and Diſpoſitions of our Hearts are with ma- 


ny, as if we had not heard whether there be 
any Holy Ghoſt, or as if it ſignified a mere 
Nothing with us. But it concerns us to greaten _ 
our Thoughts concerning the Spirit of the living 


God, when it works as the Spirit of Nature, it 
renews the Face of the Earth, repleniſhes all 
the Region with Life. What would this Crea- 


N tion be, if all Divine Influence were retracted and : 


p. 


= b on che proſperous State of the Chriſtian Church. 
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« withheld, by which every Thing lives, and which 
« 18 attributed to the Spirit of God as the active 


Principle that works every where in the Crea- 
„ tion of the World, moving upon the Abyſs in 
% the Renewing of it from "Time to Time? By 
* him, and from him there is ſuch a Thing as 

« Life in all the Creation; he works all in all. 
« But conſider it alſo as a Spirit of Holineſs, of 
Divine Life and Power in the Spirits of Men: 


What a mighty Agent is that, that can ſpread 


ſuch an Influence every where, unto the re- 


e moteſt Corners of this World! and can reach 
<« every Heart of thoſe that belong to God, and all 


cc 


at once; and pierce into them with ſo mighty 


% Power, that though all the Art in the World 


cannot perſwade and change the Mind of a Man, | 
ec 


even in a Matter of common Concernment, if 
<« he be reſolved, yet this Spirit can transform 
where it touches, and overcome, if it will, even 


4 in the firſt Attempt | Oh! What Homage ſhould | 


cc 


every Soul within us pay to this almighty Spirit! 


In how proſtrate a Poſture ſhould we be! How | 


<« ſhould we adore that Spirit, that can, when it 
0” 


will, fill all and every. where with Light, and 


cc LE; "is 


. If the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be a powerful, ; 
BE ru univerſal, and everlaſting Kingdom, 


let us make the Introduction of it the conſtant Mat- 
ter of our Prayers, For Zion's Sake wwe Should not 
Hold our Peace, and for IERUSALEM's Sake we 
Should not be ſilent till the Righteouſneſs thereof go 

forth as Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as 1 
Lamp that burns, - And wwe sbould not give God any 


Reſt + till he has made JerusaLEM a great Habi- 


| tation. It is true, that we cannot by our Neglects 
of Prayer retard the Erection, nor by the Fer- 


» Lai. Ixii. 2. Nh + Iſai. xxxiii. 20. 
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vency or Frequency of our Supplications, haſten i. 


Approaches of this Kingdom. But yet God has 
commanded us to pray for this glorious Day, and 
 whenſoever it does come, it will come as an An- 
ſwer to his Peoples Prayers, and we may be aſſured = 
that the Cloud of Prayers which has been gathering 

for theſe many Ages at the Divine Throne, has not 
_ evaporated, but it only imbodies, an ſtays there 
for a Time, to deſcend upon us at laſt in a wider 
and more plentiful Effuſion of Bleſſings. Let us 
conſtantly pray therefore, for the Coming of this 


bdleſſed Day, when Chriſt ſhall take the Reins of _ 


_ univerſal Dominion into his Hands. Tis a power- 


ful Kingdom that ſhall be ſet up, and how much 


is this ſpiritual Power wanted, ſince without it the 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt wult labour in vain, and 
ſpend their Strength for nought, and muſt ſill from 
Month to Month, and Year to Year renew the 
fame melancholy Complaint, * Ibo bath believed 
our Report, and to whom is the Arm of the Lord 


revealed? Again, it is a peaceable Kingdom that 


ſhall be eſtabliſhed : And this Conſideration ſhould 
be a quickening Motive to our Requeſts, ſince the 
Earth is now a Scene of Confuſion, Miſery and 
Blood, fince the Flames of War are ſpreading and 
conſuming from ene End of the Earth to the other, 
ſince the profeſſing People of God are often divided 
by ſtrong and unnatural Heart-burnings one from 
another, "and fince the Churches of Chriſt are torn 
and deftroyed with fierce and outragious Conten- 
tions. Farther, this Kingdom ſhall be an univerſal 
Kingdom, and this ſhquld be an inſpiring Argument 
to our Petitions, for how devoutly is it to be wiſhed 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhould not be ſcattered 


only here and there, and viſit this and that narrow 


; Province, but ſhould extend irſelf over the wideſt 


* lil. 1. 


F 2 Regions 


( 44 ) 
Regions of the World, and carry its Triumphs : 
into Pop 1sR, Manouzrax, and Pao ax Empires ? 
And finally, the Kingdom that ſhall take Place in 
the World ſhall be everlaſting. And ſhould we 
not pray that it might have an early Beginning, 
and that, if it 1s conſiſtent with the Wiſdom, and 
Will of Heaven, that Throne might be raiſed which 
ſhall gather all Nations to it, and ſtand for ever? 
As you love your Fellow-creatures, Creatures that 
- have an equal Worth and Immortality as to the 
Soul with yourſelves, implore God to accompliſh 
his Promiſes, and open the Eye-lids of that Day, 
which ſhall be ſtained with no Cloud, and which, 
though an heavy uncomfortable Night dwclls be- 
fore it, yet has no Night, nor Shadow of the Even- 
ing , to gather and darken behind it. ; 
5. Let us examine if we are the Subjects of this | 
Kingdom: This Kingdom is begun already in the 
Heart of every Saint, and chough the Numbers of 
Saints are but few, and the Charch of God is limit- 
ed within very narrow Bounds, yet Chriſt has a 
Kingdom in the World, ſtrictly ſpeaking, though | 
there ſhould be nor more than only one Saint in it, 
Are we then Subjects of tis Ringtom, ſome of the 
ſcattered Drops before the abundaiit Shower when 
Chriſt ſhall have more than the Womb of the Morn- 
ing for the Dew of Youth? Have we given up 
ourſ:]ves to Chriſt, made a free Surrender of our- 
ſelves ta him as our Sovereign, becauſe he has been 
our Savicur, are we ready to receive and obey his 
| Commands, and do we ſacrifice our Soul and Body 
tg him, as his Conqueſt, and his Poſſeſſion? And 
| have we, in Conſequence of this promiſed Alle- 
1 giance to Chrift, ſhewn chat we are caſt into the Mould 
_ of the Goſpel ? Do we ſeck Peace and purſue it? 
: Are we not to be numbred amongſt the fierce, in- 
continent, untractable, envious, implacable, revenge- 
ful Spirits, amengft the Bctrayers of Friends, and 
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the Haters of Enemies? Characters diametrically 
oppolite to the Genius of the Goſpel. Or are 
we meck, mild, forbearing, forgiving, and in all 
Reſpects endeavouring at leaſt to be worthy Diſ- 

ciples of the Prince of Peace? In a Word, what 


are the Meditations of our Hearts, and the 
Fruits of our Lips and Lives? What are our 
Deſigns, Studies, and Inclinations? Are they to 
love and practiſe Sin, and ſupport its Kingdom 
in the World, or are they to promote, and eſtabliſh 
Holineſs? And are we going on * to cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all the Pollutions of Fleſh and Spirit, 
and perfeti Holineſs in the Fear of Gd? Does one 
Year paſs off and find us as carnal, worldly, 
foolſh, negligent, and in all Reſpects as ſenſual as 
the former ? Or do we, in a daily Dependance 
upon the Spirit of God, more and more refine 
from the Impurities of Sin, and more clearly 
ſhew, as you know fair untroubled Streams re- 
flect the Face of the Sun, the Image of our hea- 
venly Father? Without Holineſs, univerſal Ho- 
| lineſs, as to Deſign and Endeavour, in vain do 
we flatter ourſelves that we are the true Sub- 
| jects of this nun Kingdom, 
7. Though the People of God may not live 
to ſee the Day, when this wide-extended Kingdom 
of Chriſt ſhall be ſet up in the World, yet it ſhall 
go well with them. It may be, and it is not very 
unlikely that fo it ſhould happen, that we may not live 
to ſee the utter Extirpation of AnTIcarIsTiIanN 
and Pacan Idolatries, Superſtitions, Ignorance and 
Tyranny, and the Throne of Chriſt built upon 
their Ruins ; but yet, though we may have 
the Sorrow to fee Contention and Wickedncſs fill 
the World all our Days, and though we ma 
lay down our Heads, and be coyered with the 
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revive ourſelves with this Thought, 
bad are the preſent Times, better are at the Door. 


Pillow, 
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Duſt of Neath before this holy and happy Period 
arrives, it ſhall go well with us if we are the true 


Saints of God, and Friends of the Bridegroom. 


God will not leave his People comfortleſs, he will 


watch over, and refreſh them while in a barren 


and hoftile Land, and when Death comes, they 


ſhall be conveyed into the Regions of everlaſting. 


Purity, Peace and Joy, and dwell ! in the Viſions of 
that Face, and in the Enjoyment of that Love 
which diffuſe infinite and eternal Felicity and 
Glory through all the Myriads of bleſſed Spirits 
around the Throne. 
Chriſt's Kingdom come upon Earth, they ſhall. 
go up to his Kingdom in Heaven : 
Kingdom in Heaven is the Pattern of his King- 


If Saints live not to ſee 


And his 
dom on Earth, 7. by Kingdom come, thy Witt be 


done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 


8. And laſtly, Hence the People of God may 


draw Conſolations for themſelves in Life, a 

in a dying Hour. 
a Time prevail, and threaten to ſwallow up the 
ſmall Remnant of the People of God in imme- 


The Enemics of God may for 


diate and final Ruin ; but yet a Believer may reſt 
aſſured, that God will not ſuffer his Promiſe con- 


cerning the future Kingdom of our Lord to fail; 
and God having ſpoke this faithful Word in my 
Text, the Saint may leave it ſafely and chearfully 


in his Hands to accompliſh it. Let theſe Con- 
ſiderarions therefore be the Cordials we always 
carry about with us in theſe evil Days, and let us 
that tho 


And methinks it will ſoften a Believer's dying 
and cheer the expiring Pangs of Na- 
ture, to remember that, though he may leave the 
Church of Chriſt low and aVicted and —— 


Matt. vi. ze. 


(47) 
by outrageous and ſubtle Enemies, yet he has the 
ſtrongeſt Ground to ſay with Faced in a like Caſe, 
* Behold, I die; but God ſhall be with yo; and ful- 
fill his Promiſe that in the Days of theſe Kings, the 
God of Heaven ſhall ſet up a Kingdom, which ſhall 
never be deſtroyed ; and the Kingdom ſhall not be left 
to other People, but it ſhall break in Pieces, and con- 
3 Jume all theſe Kingdoms, and it Ste 2285 jor ever, 
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